CHAPTER II

YEARS  OF  FUTILE  PLOTTING
(1831-1840)

Literary propaganda - meeting with Persigny-thc Strassburg
failure - exile - the Boulogne fiasco - sentenced to imprison-
ment for life.

OF his ultimate destiny as restorer of the Empire,
Louis Napoleon seems never to have had the
slightest doubt from early boyhood onwards. Yet
the actual deciding influence which suddenly
transformed the mere dreamer into the man of
action is hard to trace ; possibly it was his brief
incursion into Romagna politics; possibly the
journey through his native France, which he had
not seen since his flight into exile as a child;
possibly the constant incitements of his mother.
It is difficult also to fathom why this transforma-
tion should have occurred in 1831. It is true that
his elder brother was now dead, but the Duke of
Reichstadt (recognised by Bonapartists as the
Emperor Napoleon II) was still alive. Neverthe-
less, whatever the cause, in that year he set him"
self to the definite task of resurrecting the Empire
in his own person.
The first step was to make himself known to the
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